Katakana Basic Kana Chart (Seion)

Basic kana, called seion (%) in Japanese, are the foundation of the Japanese 50 sounds (Gojuon).
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Basic Kana (Seion)
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a i e o]
vl ¥ 4 r a
ka ki ku ke ko
V2 > t Y
sa shi su se o]
o4 F v 7 k
ta chi tsu te to
+ = X 3 J
na ni nu ne no
AN E 7 ~ R
ha hi fu he ho
< = I X T
ma mi mu me mo
¥ 2 =
ya yu yo
5 ) L L A
ra ri ru re ro
7 7
wa wo/0
b
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Katakana Voiced Sounds (Dakuon)

Voiced sounds, called dakuon (;§%) in Japanese, are created by adding dakuten (* ) to the base kana.
This changes the consonant sound, suchask =+ gort — d.
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Voiced Sounds (Dakuon)

A ¥ J v a
ga gi gu ge go
Vi v x € Vi
za ji/zi zZu ze zo
5 > > 7 N
da di/ji du/zu de do
AN E 7 ~N R
ba bi bu be bo
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Katakana P-sounds (Handakuon)

P-sounds, called handakuon (¥%%) in Japanese, are created by adding handakuten (" ) to the base kana.
This changes the consonant sound, such as h — p.
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P-sounds (Handakuon)
JAN e 7 ~ R

pa pi pu pe po
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Katakana Yoon (Contracted Sounds)

Yoon (¥)1E) are formed by combining certain hiragana (such as &, L, and 5) with small ¥ (ya), k¥ (yu), or & (yo).
These contracted syllables create sounds like kya, shu, and cho.
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Yoon (Contracted Syllables)

Fv *1 ¥3
kya kyu kyo
¥ Ya 3
sha shu sho
Fv Fa F3
cha chu cho
il o4 2 =3
nya nyu nyo
oy o Ea E3
hya hyu hyo
= g =3
mya myu myo
v Ya V3
rya ryu ryo
v Fa ¥3
gya gyu gyo
Iy Ja ¥3
ja ju jo
Fv Fa Fa
dya dyu dyo
Evy Ea Es
bya byu byo
Ev Ea Ea
pya pyu pyo
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Katakana Double Consonants (Small Tsu)

The small tsu (), called sokuon in Japanese, is used to indicate a doubled consonant.
It creates a brief pause before the consonant in pronunciation.
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Double Consonants (Small Tsu)

Small 'tsu' (') creates a pause.
\y tsu (small) e.g., Y 71— (sakkaa) = soccer
e.g., N\ K (beddo) = bed
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Long Vowels (Choon)

mm

Katakana uses '—' for long vowels in loanwords.
— — (chdon) e.g., J— k& — (koohii = coffee), 7—7JL (teeburu =
table)
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